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Even after she left home for Hollywood,
Emmy-nominated TV writer Bess Kalb saved every
voicemail her grandmother Bobby Bell ever left her.
Bobby was a force - irrepressible, glamorous, unapologetically opinionated. Bobby doted on Bess; Bess
adored Bobby. Then, at ninety, Bobby died. But in this
debut memoir, Bobby is speaking to Bess once more, in
a voice as passionate as it ever was in life.
Recounting both family lore and family secrets,
Bobby brings us four generations of indomitable women and the men who loved them. There’s Bobby’s
mother, who traveled solo from Belarus to America in
the 1880s to escape the pogroms, and Bess’s mother, a
1970s rebel who always fought against convention. But
it was Bobby and Bess who always had the most powerful bond: Bobby her granddaughter’s fiercest supporter,
giving Bess unequivocal love, even if sometimes of the
toughest kind.
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In the years after the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
women in the workplace still found themselves relegated to secretarial positions or locked out of jobs entirely.
This was especially true in the news business, a backwater of male chauvinism where a woman might be lucky
to get a foothold on the “women’s pages.” But when a
pioneering nonprofit called National Public Radio came
along in the 1970s, and the door to serious journalism
opened a crack, four remarkable women came along
and blew it off the hinges.
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September 28
Born with a variety of medical problems, Junior
Spirit is picked on by everyone but his best friend on the
Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to get a good
education, the budding cartoonist leaves the rez to attend
an all-white school where the only other Indian is the
school mascot. Despite being condemned as a traitor to
his people and enduring great tragedies, Junior attacks life
with wit and humor and discovers his own inner strength .
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In recent years we’ve seen an increasing number of
memoirs from transgender individuals and from parents
forging uncharted waters in order to help their transgender
children live happy, healthy lives in a society that still largely defines gender by what’s in your pants. In her novel This
is How It Always Is Laurie Frankel takes those real-life experiences and puts them into a big-hearted story of family
and secrets. Penn and Rosie are a close, loving couple, living in Madison, Wisconsin with their five boys. But it becomes evident before long that their youngest, Claude,
feels like he should have been born a girl. So how do these
strong, supportive parents go about helping their son live
as the person he wants to be? It’s a fascinating thing to behold.
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December 14
Jen and Riley have been best friends since kindergarten. As adults, they remain as close as sisters,
though their lives have taken different directions. Jen
married young, and after years of trying, is finally pregnant. Riley pursued her childhood dream of becoming
a television journalist and is poised to become one of
the first Black female anchors of the top news channel
in their hometown of Philadelphia.
But the deep bond they share is severely tested
when Jen’s husband, a city police officer, is involved in
the shooting of an unarmed Black teenager. Six months
pregnant, Jen is in freefall as her future, her husband’s
freedom, and her friendship with Riley are thrown into
uncertainty. Covering this career-making story, Riley
wrestles with the implications of this tragic incident for
her Black community, her ambitions, and her relationPublished 2021
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